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C.1  Glossary�
A-Grid: cumulatively, those Thoroughfares that by virtue 
of their preexisting pedestrian-supportive qualities, or their 
future importance to pedestrian connectivity, are held to the 
highest standards prescribed by this Code. See B-Grid. (Syn: 
primary grid.)

Alcoholic Beverage Sales - Off-Premise: The retail sale of 
beer, wine, and/or spirits in sealed containers for off-site 
consumption, either as part of another retail use, or as a 
primary business activity.

Allee: a regularly spaced and aligned row of trees usually 
planted along a Thoroughfare or Path.

Ancillary Building: A building customarily incidental to, related 
and clearly subordinate to the primary building on the same 
parcel, which does not alter the primary use nor serve property 
other than the parcel where the primary building is located.

Apartment: A dwelling unit sharing a building and a lot with 
other dwellings and/or uses. Apartments may be for rent or for 
sale as condominiums.

Arcade: a Private Frontage conventional for Retail use wherein 
the Facade is a colonnade supporting habitable space that 
overlaps the Sidewalk, while the Facade at Sidewalk level 
remains at the Frontage Line.

Artisan Shop: Premises available for the creation, assemblage, 
and/or repair of artifacts, using hand-powered and table-
mounted electrical machinery, and including their retail sale.

ATM or Bank: An automated teller machine (computerized, 
self-service machine used by banking customers for financial 
transactions, including deposits, withdrawals and fund 
transfers, without face-to-face contact with financial institution 
personnel), located outdoors at a bank, or in another location. 
Does not include drive-up ATMs. Includes banks. See also 
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Base Density: the number of dwelling units per acre before 
adjustment for other Functions and/or TDR. See Density.

Bed & Breakfast Inn: A residential structure with one or 
more bedrooms rented for overnight lodging, where meals 
may be provided subject to applicable Environmental Health 
Department regulations.

Bicycle Lane (BL): a dedicated lane for cycling within a 
moderate-speed vehicular Thoroughfare, demarcated by 
striping.

Bicycle Route (BR): a Thoroughfare suitable for the shared 
use of bicycles and automobiles moving at low speeds.

Bicycle Trail (BT): a bicycle way running independently of a 
vehicular Thoroughfare.

Block: the aggregate of private Lots, Passages, Rear Alleys 
and Rear Lanes, circumscribed by Thoroughfares.

Block Face: the aggregate of all the building Facades on one 
side of a Block.

Boulevard (BV): a Thoroughfare designed for high vehicular 
capacity and moderate speed, traversing an Urbanized area. 
Boulevards are usually equipped with Slip Roads buffering 
Sidewalks and buildings.

Brownfield: an area previously used primarily as an 
industrial site.

“Financial Institutions” for other financial organizations. 
Does not include check-cashing stores.

Attic: the interior part of a building contained within a 
pitched roof structure.

Avenue (AV): a Thoroughfare of high vehicular capacity and 
low to moderate speed, acting as a short distance connector 
between urban centers, and usually equipped with a 
landscaped median.

B-Grid: cumulatively, those Thoroughfares that by virtue 
of their use, location, or absence of pre-existing pedestrian-
supportive qualities, may meet a standard lower than that of 
the A-Grid. See A-Grid. (Syn: secondary grid.)

Bar, Tavern, Night Club:

Bar, Tavern: A business where alcoholic beverages 
are sold for on-site consumption, which are not part 
of a larger restaurant. Includes bars, taverns, pubs, 
and similar establishments where any food service is 
subordinate to the sale of alcoholic beverages. May 
also include beer brewing as part of a microbrewery 
(“brew-pub”), and other beverage tasting facilities.

Night Club: A facility serving alcoholic beverages 
for on-site consumption, and providing 	
entertainment, examples of which include live music 
and/or dancing, comedy, etc. Does not include adult 
oriented businesses.
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Building Type: The structure defined by the combination of 
configuration, disposition and function.

Build-to Line (BTL): A line appearing graphically on the 
regulating plan or stated as a setback dimension, along 
which a building façade must be placed.

Bus Rapid Transit: a rubber tire system with its own right-
of-way or dedicated lane along at least 70% of its route, 
providing transit service that is faster than a regular bus.

Business Support Service: An establishment within a 
building that provides services to other businesses. Examples 
of these services include:

computer-related services (rental, repair) (see 
also “Maintenance Service - Client Site Services”), 
copying, quick printing, and blueprinting services, 
film processing and photofinishing (retail), mailing 
and mail box services.

Carriage Unit: A Carriage unit is an auxiliary housing unit 
located above or adjacent to the garage of the primary 
housing unit on the lot, with the front door and access 
directed towards an alley. A carriage unit constitutes a 
residential second unit in compliance with the Government 
Code Section 65852.2 and, as provided by the Government 
Code, is not included in the maximum density limitations.

Child Day Care: See “Day Care Center.”

Civic: A term defining not-for-profit organizations, dedicated 

to arts, culture, education, religious activities, government, 
transit, municipal parking facilities and clubs.

Civic Building: a building operated by not-for-profit 
organizations dedicated to arts, culture, education, 
recreation, government, transit, and municipal parking, or 
for use approved by the legislative body.

Civic Parking Reserve: Parking Structure or parking lot 
within a quarter mile of the site that it serves.

Civic Space: an outdoor area dedicated for public use. 
Civic Space types are defined by the combination of certain 
physical constants including the relationships among 
their intended use, their size, their landscaping and their 
Enfronting buildings.

Civic Zone: designation for public sites dedicated for Civic 
Buildings and Civic Space.

Commercial: A term defining workplace, office and retail use 
collectively.

Commercial Recreation Facility - Indoor: An establishment 
providing indoor amusement and entertainment services for 
a fee or admission charge, including:

bowling alleys,- coin-operated amusement arcades, 
electronic game arcades (video games, pinball, etc.), 
ice skating and roller skating, pool and billiard 
rooms as primary uses.
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This use does not include sex oriented businesses. Four or 
more electronic games or amusement devices (e.g., pool or 
billiard tables, pinball machines, etc.) in any establishment, 
or a premises where 50 percent or more of the floor area is 
occupied by electronic games or amusement devices, are 
considered a commercial recreation facility; three or fewer 
machines or devices are not considered a land use separate 
from the primary use of the site.

Common Destination: An area of focused community 
activity, usually defining the approximate center of a 
Pedestrian Shed. It may include without limitation one or 
more of the following: a Civic Space, a Civic Building, a 
Commercial center, or a transit station, and may act as the 
social center of a neighborhood.

Common Yard: a planted Private Frontage wherein the 
Facade is set back from the Frontage line. It is visually 
continuous with adjacent yards.

Configuration: the form of a building, based on its massing, 
Private Frontage, and height.

Corridor: a lineal geographic system incorporating 
transportation and/or Greenway trajectories. A transportation 
Corridor may be a lineal Transect Zone.

Cottage: an Edgeyard building type. A single-family 
dwelling, on a regular Lot, often shared with an Accessory 
Building in the back yard.

Courtyard Building: a building that occupies the boundaries 
of its Lot while internally defining one or more private 
patios.

Curb: the edge of the vehicular pavement that may be raised 
or flush to a Swale. It usually incorporates the drainage 
system.

Day Care Center, Child or Adult: A state-licensed facility that 
provides non-medical care and supervision for adult clients 
or minor children for periods of less than 24 hours for any 
client. These facilities include the following, all of which are 
required to be licensed by the California State Department of 
Social Services.

1. Large Family Day Care Home: As defined by Health 
and Safety Code Section 1596.78, a day care facility 
in a single dwelling where an occupant of the 
residence provides family day care for seven to 14 
children, inclusive, including children under the 
age of 10 years who reside in the home.

2. Small Family Day Care Home: As defined by 
Health and Safety Code Section 1596.78, a day care 
facility in a single residence where an occupant of 
the residence provides family day care for eight or 
fewer children, including children under the age of 
10 years who reside in the home.

DDC: Development and Design Center.
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Density: the number of dwelling units within a standard 
measure of land area.

Design Speed: is the velocity at which a Thoroughfare tends 
to be driven without the constraints of signage or enforcement. 
There are four ranges of speed: Very Low: (below 20 MPH); 
Low: (20-25 MPH); Moderate: (25-35 MPH); High: (above 35 
MPH). Lane width is determined by desired Design Speed.

Development and Design Center (DDC): A component of 
the Planning Office assigned to advise on the use of this Code 
and to aid in the design of the Communities and buildings 
based on it.

Director: The Community Development Director of the City 
of Newark, or his duly appointed representative.

Disposition: the placement of a building on its Lot.

Dooryard: a Private Frontage type with a shallow Setback 
and front garden or patio, usually with a low wall at the 
Frontage Line.

Drive: a Thoroughfare along the boundary between 
an Urbanized and a natural condition, usually along a 
waterfront, Park, or promontory. One side has the urban 
character of a Thoroughfare, with Sidewalk and building, 
while the other has the qualities of a Road or parkway, with 
naturalistic planting and rural details.

Driveway: a vehicular lane within a Lot, often leading to a 
garage.

Dwelling, Dwelling Unit, or Housing Unit: A room or 
group of internally connected rooms that have sleeping, 
cooking, eating, and sanitation facilities, but not more than 
one kitchen, which constitute an independent housekeeping 
unit, occupied by or intended for one household on a long-
term basis.

Dwelling, Multi-Family: A residential structure containing 
two or more dwelling units.

1. Duplex: A building with two separate dwellings 
located either side by side or one on top of the 
other.

2. Fourplex: A building with four separate 
dwellings.

3. Triplex: A building with three separate dwellings. 

4. Rowhouse: A building with two or more single-
family dwellings located side by side, with common 
walls on the side lot lines, the façades reading in a 
continuous plan.

Edgeyard Building: a building that occupies the center of its 
Lot with Setbacks on all sides.
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Effective Parking: the amount of parking required for Mixed 
Use after adjustment by the Shared Parking Factor.

Effective Turning Radius: the measurement of the inside 
Turning Radius taking parked cars into account.

Elevation: an exterior wall of a building not along a Frontage 
Line.

Encroach: to break the plane of a vertical or horizontal 
regulatory limit with a structural element, so that it extends 
into a Setback, into the Public Frontage, or above a height 
limit.

Encroachment: any structural element that breaks the plane 
of a vertical or horizontal regulatory limit, extending into a 
Setback, into the Public Frontage, or above a height limit.

Enfront: to place an element along a Frontage, as in “porches 
Enfront the street.”

Estate House: an Edgeyard building type. A single-family 
dwelling on a very large Lot of rural character, often shared 
by one or more Accessory Buildings. (Syn: country house, 
villa)

Expression Line: a line prescribed at a certain level of a 
building for the major part of the width of a Facade, expressed 
by a variation in material or by a limited projection such as a 
molding or balcony.

Extension Line: a line prescribed at a certain level of 
a building for the major part of the width of a Facade, 
regulating the maximum height for an Encroachment by an 
Arcade Frontage.

Façade: The vertical surface of a building, generally set facing 
a street (“front façade”).

Financial Services: Includes banks and trust companies, credit 
agencies, holding (but not primarily operating) companies, 
lending and thrift institutions, other investment companies, 
securities/commodity contract brokers and dealers, security 
and commodity exchanges, vehicle finance (equity) leasing 
agencies. Does not include check-cashing stores.

Forecourt: a Private Frontage wherein a portion of the Facade 
is close to the Frontage Line and the central portion is set 
back.

Frontage Line: The property lines of a lot fronting a street or 
other public way, or a park, green or paseo.

Front Porch: A roofed structure, that is not enclosed, attached 
to the façade of a building.

Frontage Type: See Frontage Type Standards.

Function: the use or uses accommodated by a building and 
its Lot, categorized as Restricted, Limited, or Open, according 
to the intensity of the use.

GlossaryAppendix C
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Financial Services: Includes banks and trust companies, credit 
agencies, holding (but not primarily operating) companies, 
lending and thrift institutions, other investment companies, 
securities/commodity contract brokers and dealers, security 
and commodity exchanges, vehicle finance (equity) leasing 
agencies. Does not include check-cashing stores.

Gallery: As a building frontage type, a roofed promenade 
extending along the façade of a building and supported by 
columns on the outer side.

General Retail: Stores and shops intended to serve the City 
as destination retail, rather than convenience shopping. 
Examples of these stores and lines of merchandise include:

art galleries, retail, art supplies, including framing 
services, books, magazines, and newspapers, 
cameras and photographic supplies, clothing, 
shoes, and accessories, collectibles (cards, coins, 
comics, stamps, etc.), drug stores and pharmacies, 
dry goods, fabrics and sewing supplies, furniture 
and appliance stores, hobby materials, home and 
office electronics, jewelry, luggage and leather 
goods, musical instruments and-carried), parts, 
accessories, small wares, specialty grocery store, 
specialty shops, sporting goods and equipment, 
stationery, toys and games, variety stores, videos, 
DVD’s, records, CD’s, including rental stores.

GIS (Geographic Information System): a computerized 
program in widespread municipal use that organizes data 

on maps. The protocol for preparing a Regional Plan should 
be based on GIS information.

Green: a Civic Space type for unstructured recreation, 
spatially defined by landscaping rather than building 
Frontages.

Greenfield: an area that consists of open or wooded land or 
farmland that has not been previously developed.

Greenway: an Open Space Corridor in largely natural 
conditions which may include trails for bicycles and 
pedestrians.

Greyfield: an area previously used primarily as a parking lot. 
Shopping centers and shopping malls are typical Greyfield 
sites. (Variant: Grayfield.)

Health/Fitness Facility: A fitness center, gymnasium, health 
and athletic club, which may include any of the following: 
exercise machines, weight facilities, group exercise rooms, 
sauna, spa or hot tub facilities; indoor tennis, handball, 
racquetball, archery and shooting ranges and other indoor 
sports activities, indoor or outdoor pools.

Height: A limit to the vertical extent of a building that is 
measured in number of stories. Height limits do not apply 
to masts, belfries, clock towers, chimney flues, water tanks, 
elevator bulkheads, and similar structures, which may be of 
any height approved by the Director.

Glossary Appendix C
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Highway: a rural and suburban Thoroughfare of high 
vehicular speed and capacity. This type is allocated to the 
more rural Transect Zones.

House: an Edgeyard building type, usually a single-family 
dwelling on a large Lot, often shared with an Accessory 
Building in the back yard. (Syn: single.)

Home Occupation: Residential premises used for the 
transaction of business or the supply of professional services. 
Home occupation shall be limited to the following: agent, 
architect, artist, broker, consultant, draftsman, dressmaker, 
engineer, interior decorator, lawyer, notary public, teacher, 
and other similar occupations, as determined by the Director. 
Such use shall not simultaneously employ more than 1 person 
in addition to residents of the dwelling. The total gross area 
of the home occupation use shall not exceed 25 percent of 
the gross square footage of the residential unit. The home 
occupation use shall not disrupt the generally residential 
character of the neighborhood. The Director shall review 
the nature of a proposed home occupation use at the time of 
review of a business license for such use, and may approve, 
approve with conditions, continue or deny the application.

Infill: noun - new development on land that had been 
previously developed, including most Greyfield and 
Brownfield sites and cleared land within Urbanized areas. 
verb- to develop such areas.

Layer: a range of depth of a Lot within which certain elements 
are permitted.

Library, Museum: Public or quasi-public facilities, examples 
of which include: aquariums, arboretums, art galleries and 
exhibitions, botanical gardens, historic sites and exhibits, 
libraries, museums, planetariums, and zoos. May also include 
accessory retail uses such as a gift/book shop, restaurant, 
etc.

Lightwell: A Private Frontage type that is a below-grade 
entrance or recess designed to allow light into basements.

Linear Pedestrian Shed: A Pedestrian Shed that is elongated 
along an important Mixed Use Corridor such as a main street. 
A Linear Pedestrian Shed extends approximately 1/4 mile 
from each side of the Corridor for the length of its Mixed Use 
portion. The resulting area is shaped like a lozenge.

Linear Building: a building specifically designed to mask a 
parking lot or a Parking Structure from a Frontage.

Live-Work Unit: An integrated housing unit and working 
space, occupied and utilized by a single household in a 
structure that has been designed or structurally modified to 
accommodate joint residential occupancy and work activity, 
and which includes:

1. Complete kitchen space and sanitary facilities in 
compliance with the Building Code; and

2. Working space reserved for and regularly used 
by one or more occupants of the unit.

GlossaryAppendix C
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Lodging: A facility (typically a hotel or motel) with guest rooms 
or suites, with or without kitchen facilities, rented to the general 
public for transient lodging. Hotels typically include a variety 
of services in addition to lodging; for example, restaurants, 
meeting facilities, personal services, etc. Also includes accessory 
guest facilities such as swimming pools, tennis courts, indoor 
athletic facilities, accessory retail uses, etc.

Lot: a parcel of land accommodating a building or buildings 
of unified design. The size of a Lot is controlled by its width 
in order to determine the grain (i.e., fine grain or coarse 
grain) of the urban fabric.

Lot Line: the boundary that legally and geometrically 
demarcates a Lot.

Lot Width: the length of the Principal Frontage Line of a 
Lot.

Main Civic Space: the primary outdoor gathering place for 
a community. The Main Civic Space is often, but not always, 
associated with an important Civic Building.

Manufacturing: premises available for the creation, 
assemblage and/or repair of artifacts, using table-mounted 
electrical machinery or artisanal equipment, and including 
their Retail sale.

Medical Services - Clinic, Urgent Care: A facility other than 
a hospital where medical, mental health, surgical and other 
personal health services are provided on an outpatient basis. 

Examples of these uses include:

medical offices with five or more licensed 
practitioners and/or medical specialties, out-patient 
care facilities, urgent care facilities, other allied 
health services

These facilities may also include incidental medical 
laboratories. Counseling services by other than medical 
doctors or psychiatrists are included under “Offices - 
Professional/Administrative.”

Medical Services - Doctor Office: A facility other than a 
hospital where medical, dental, mental health, surgical, and/
or other personal health care services are provided on an 
outpatient basis, and that accommodates no more than four 
licensed primary practitioners (for example, chiropractors, 
medical doctors, psychiatrists, etc., other than nursing staff) 
within an individual office suite. A facility with five or more 
licensed practitioners is instead classified under “Medical 
Services - Clinic, Urgent Care.” Counseling services by other 
than medical doctors or psychiatrists are included under 
“Offices - Professional/Administrative.”

Medical Services - Extended Care: Residential facilities 
providing nursing and health-related care as a primary use 
with in-patient beds. Examples of these uses include: board 
and care homes; convalescent and rest homes; extended care 
facilities; and skilled nursing facilities. Long-term personal 
care facilities that do not emphasize medical treatment are 
included under “Residential Care.”

Glossary Appendix C
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Meeting Facility, Public or Private: A facility for public or 
private meetings, including:

community centers, religious assembly facilities 
(e.g., churches, mosques, synagogues, etc.), civic 
and private auditoriums, Grange halls, union halls, 
meeting halls for clubs and other membership 
organizations, etc.

Also includes functionally related internal facilities such as 
kitchens, multi-purpose rooms, and storage. Does not include 
conference and meeting rooms accessory and incidental to 
another primary use, and which are typically used only by 
on-site employees and clients, and occupy less floor area on 
the site than the offices they support. Does not include:

cinemas, performing arts theaters, indoor 
commercial sports assembly or other commercial 
entertainment facilities. 

Related on-site facilities such as day care centers and schools 
are separately defined, and separately regulated by this 
Development Code.

Mixed-use: Multiple functions within the same building or 
the same general area through superimposition or within the 
same area through adjacency.

Museum: See “Library, Museum.”

Neighborhood Market: A neighborhood serving retail store 
of 3,500 square feet or less in gross floor area, primarily 
offering food products, which may also carry a range of 
merchandise oriented to daily convenience shopping needs, 
and may be combined with food service (e.g., delicatessen).

Net Site Area: all developable land within a site including 
Thoroughfares but excluding land allocated as Civic Zones.

Network Pedestrian Shed: a Pedestrian Shed adjusted for 
average walk times along Thoroughfares. This type may be 
used to structure Infill Community Plans.

Office: Business, Service, Administrative, and Professional.

Business, Service: Establishments providing direct 
services to consumers. Examples of these uses 
include employment agencies, insurance agent 
offices, real estate offices, travel agencies, utility 
company offices, elected official satellite offices, 
etc. This use does not include “Bank, Financial 
Services,” which are separately defined.

Professional, Administrative: Office-type facilities 
occupied by businesses that provide professional 
services, or are engaged in the production of 
intellectual property. Examples of these uses 
include:

accounting, auditing and bookkeeping services, advertising 
agencies, attorneys, business associations, chambers of 
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commerce, commercial art and design services, construction 
contractors (office facilities only), counseling services, 
court reporting services, design services including; 
architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, urban 
planning, detective agencies and similar services, doctors, 
educational, scientific and research organizations, financial 
management and investment counseling, literary and talent 
agencies, management and public relations services, media 
postproduction services, news services, photographers and 
photography studios, political campaign headquarters, 
psychologists, secretarial, stenographic, word processing, 
and temporary clerical employee services , security and 
commodity brokers, writers and artists offices.

Open Space: land intended to remain undeveloped; it may 
be for Civic Space.

Outbuilding: an Accessory Building, usually located toward 
the rear of the same Lot as a Principal Building, and sometimes 
connected to the Principal Building by a Backbuilding.

Park, Playground: An outdoor recreation facility that may 
provide a variety of recreational opportunities including 
playground equipment, open space areas for passive 
recreation and picnicking, and sport and active recreation 
facilities.

Parking Facility, Public or Private: Parking lots or structures 
operated by the City, or a private entity providing parking 
for a fee. Does not include towing impound and storage 
facilities.

Passage (PS): a pedestrian connector, open or roofed, that 
passes between buildings to provide shortcuts through long 
Blocks and connect rear parking areas to Frontages.

Path (PT): a pedestrian way traversing a Park or rural area, 
with landscape matching the contiguous Open Space, ideally 
connecting directly with the urban Sidewalk network.

Pedestrian Shed: An area that is centered on a Common 
Destination. Its size is related to average walking distances 
for the applicable Community Unit type. Pedestrian Sheds 
are applied to structure Communities. See Standard, Long, 
Linear or Network Pedestrian Shed. (Syn: walkshed, walkable 
catchment.)

Personal Services: Establishments that provide non-medical 
services to individuals as a primary use. Examples of these 
uses include:

barber and beauty shops, clothing rental, dry 
cleaning pick-up stores with limited equipment, 
home electronics and small appliance repair, 
laundromats (self-service laundries), locksmiths, 
massage (licensed, therapeutic, non-sexual), nail 
salons, pet grooming with no boarding, shoe repair 
shops, tailors, tanning salons. 

These uses may also include accessory retail sales of products 
related to the services provided.
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Planter: the element of the Public Frontage which 
accommodates street trees, whether continuous or 
individual.

Plaza: a Civic Space type designed for Civic purposes 
and Commercial activities in the more urban Transect 
Zones, generally paved and spatially defined by building 
Frontages.

Principal Building: the main building on a Lot, usually 
located toward the Frontage.

Principal Entrance: the main point of access for pedestrians 
into a building.

Principal Frontage: On corner Lots, the Private Frontage 
designated to bear the address and Principal Entrance to 
the building, and the measure of minimum Lot width. 
Prescriptions for the parking Layers pertain only to the 
Principal Frontage. Prescriptions for the first Layer pertain 
to both Frontages of a corner Lot. See Frontage.

Private Frontage: the privately held Layer between the 
Frontage Line and the Principal Building Facade.

Prohibited Uses: The following are examples of uses not 
permitted anywhere within the Dumbarton TOD Specific 
Plan area:

animal hatcheries; boarding houses; chemical 
manufacturing, storage, or distribution; any 

commercial use in where patrons remain in their 
automobiles while receiving goods or services, 
except service stations; enameling, painting, or 
plating of materials, except artist’s studios; kennels; 
the manufacture, storage, or disposal of hazardous 
waste materials; mini-storage warehouses; outdoor 
advertising or billboards; packing houses; prisons 
or detention centers, except as accessory to a police 
station; drug and alcohol treatment and rehab 
centers; thrift stores; soup kitchens and charitable 
food distribution centers; sand, gravel, or other 
mineral extraction; scrap yards; tire vulcanizing 
and retreading; vending machines, except within 
a commercial building; uses providing goods or 
services of a predominantly adult-only or sexual 
nature, such as adult book or video stores or sex 
shops; and other similar uses as determined by the 
Director.

Public Frontage: the area between the Curb of the vehicular 
lanes and the Frontage Line.

Rear Alley (RA): a vehicular way located to the rear of Lots 
providing access to service areas, parking, and Outbuildings 
and containing utility easements. Rear Alleys should be 
paved from building face to building face, with drainage by 
inverted crown at the center or with roll Curbs at the edges.

Rear Lane (RL): a vehicular way located to the rear of Lots 
providing access to service areas, parking, and Outbuildings 
and containing utility easements. Rear Lanes may be paved 
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lightly to Driveway standards. The streetscape consists 
of gravel or landscaped edges, has no raised Curb, and is 
drained by percolation.

Rearyard Building: a building that occupies the full Frontage 
Line, leaving the rear of the Lot as the sole yard.

Recess Line: a line prescribed for the full width of a Facade, 
above which there is a Stepback of a minimum distance, such 
that the height to this line (not the overall building height) 
effectively defines the enclosure of the Enfronting public 
space. Var: Extension Line.

Regional Center: Regional Center Development or RCD.

Regional Center Development (RCD): a Community 
Unit type structured by a Long Pedestrian Shed or Linear 
Pedestrian Shed, which may be adjoined without buffers 
by one or several Standard Pedestrian Sheds, each with the 
individual Transect Zone requirements of a TND. RCD takes 
the form of a high-Density Mixed Use center connected to 
other centers by transit.

Regulating Plan: a Zoning Map or set of maps that shows 
the Transect Zones, Civic Zones, Special Districts if any, and 
Special Requirements if any of areas subject to, or potentially 
subject to, regulation by the SmartCode.

Residential: Premises used primarily for human habitation. 
Units shall not be less than 375 square feet in net area.

Residential Care, 6 or Fewer Clients: A single dwelling 
or multi-unit facility with six or fewer clients, licensed or 
supervised by a Federal, State, or local health/welfare agency 
that provides 24-hour nonmedical care of unrelated persons 
who are handicapped and in need of personal services, 
supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities 
of daily living or for the protection of the individual in a 
family-like environment. Does not include day care facilities, 
which are separately defined.

Residential Care, 7 or more Clients: A single dwelling or 
multi-unit facility with seven or more clients, licensed or 
supervised by a Federal, State, or local health/welfare agency 
that provides 24-hour nonmedical care of unrelated persons 
who are handicapped and in need of personal services, 
supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities 
of daily living or for the protection of the individual in a 
family-like environment. Does not include day care facilities, 
which are separately defined.

Restaurant, Cafe, Coffee Shop: A retail business selling 
ready-to-eat food and/or beverages for on- or off-premise 
consumption. These include eating establishments where 
customers are served from a walk-up ordering counter for 
either on- or off-premise consumption (“counter service”); 
and establishments where customers are served food at their 
tables for on-premise consumption (“table service”), that 
may also provide food for take-out, but does not include 
drive-through services.
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Retail: characterizing premises available for the sale of 
merchandise and food service.

Retail Frontage: Frontage designated on a Regulating Plan 
that requires or recommends the provision of a Shopfront, 
encouraging the ground level to be available for Retail use.

Road (RD): a local, rural and suburban Thoroughfare of 
low-to-moderate vehicular speed and capacity. This type is 
allocated to the more rural Transect Zones.

Rowhouse: a single-family dwelling that shares a party wall 
with another of the same type and occupies the full Frontage 
Line. See Rearyard Building. (Syn: Townhouse)

Rural Boundary Line: the extent of potential urban growth 
as determined by existing geographical determinants. The 
Rural Boundary Line is permanent.

School, Public or Private: Includes the following facilities:

Elementary, Middle, Secondary: A public or private 
academic educational institution, including 
elementary (kindergarten through 6th grade), 
middle and junior high schools (7th and 8th grades), 
secondary and high schools (9th through 12th 
grades), and facilities that provide any combination 
of those levels. May also include any of these schools 
that also provide room and board.

Specialized Education/Training: A school that provides 
education and/or training, including tutoring, or 
vocational training, in limited subjects. Examples of 
these schools include:

art school, ballet and other dance school, business, 
secretarial, and vocational school, computers and 
electronics school, drama school, driver education 
school, establishments providing courses by 
mail, language school, martial arts, music school, 
professional school (law, medicine, etc.), seminaries/
religious ministry training facility

Does not include pre-schools and child day care facilities (see 
“Day Care”). See also the definition of “Studio - Art, Dance, 
Martial Arts, Music, etc.” for smaller-scale facilities offering 
specialized instruction.

Secondary Frontage: on corner Lots, the Private Frontage 
that is not the Principal Frontage. As it affects the public 
realm, its First Layer is regulated.

Secondary Building: A building that accommodates the 
secondary use of the site.

Secondary Frontage: on corner Lots, the Private Frontage 
that is not the Principal Frontage. As it affects the public 
realm, its First Layer is regulated.

Setback: The mandatory distance between a property line 
and a building or appurtenance. This area must be left free of 
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structures that are higher than 3 feet excluding Streetwalls, 
except as noted in the Urban Regulations.

Shared Parking: Any parking spaces assigned to more than 
one use, where persons utilizing the spaces are unlikely to 
need the spaces at the same time of day.

Shopfront: The portion of a building at the ground floor 
that is made available for retail or other commercial use. 
Shopfronts shall be directly accessible from the sidewalk.

Sidewalk: the paved section of the Public Frontage dedicated 
exclusively to pedestrian activity.

Sideyard Building: a building that occupies one side of the 
Lot with a Setback on the other side. This type can be a Single 
or Twin depending on whether it abuts the neighboring 
house.

Single Family Dwelling: A residential structure containing 
a single dwelling unit. Includes for the purposes of this 
Development Code Rowhouses.

Slip Road: an outer vehicular lane or lanes of a Thoroughfare, 
designed for slow speeds while inner lanes carry higher 
speed traffic, and separated from them by a planted median. 
(Syn: access lane, service lane)

Specialized Building: a building that is not subject to 
Residential, Commercial, or Lodging classification.

Special District (SD): an area that, by its intrinsic Function, 
Disposition, or Configuration, cannot or should not conform 
to one or more of the normative Community Unit types or 
Transect Zones specified by the SmartCode. Special Districts 
may be mapped and regulated at the regional scale or the 
community scale.

Special Flood Hazard Area: a designation by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that may include 
the V (Velocity) Zones and Coastal A Zones where building 
construction is forbidden, restricted, or contingent upon 
raising to the Base Flood Elevation.

Square: a Civic Space type designed for unstructured 
recreation and Civic purposes, spatially defined by building 
Frontages and consisting of Paths, lawns and trees, formally 
disposed.

Standard Pedestrian Shed: a Pedestrian Shed that is an 
average 1/4 mile radius or 1320 feet, about the distance of a 
five-minute walk at a leisurely pace. See Pedestrian Shed.

Stepback: a building Setback of a specified distance that 
occurs at a prescribed number of Stories above the ground.

Stoop: a Private Frontage wherein the Facade is aligned close 
to the Frontage Line with the first Story elevated from the 
Sidewalk for privacy, with an exterior stair and landing at 
the entrance.
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Street (ST): a local urban Thoroughfare of low speed and 
capacity.

Streetscreen: a freestanding wall built along the Frontage 
Line, or coplanar with the Facade. It may mask a parking lot 
from the Thoroughfare, provide privacy to a side yard, and/
or strengthen the spatial definition of the public realm.

Story: A habitable floor level within a building, typically 
8’ to 12’ high from floor to ceiling. Individual spaces, such 
as lobbies and foyers may exceed one story in height. In 
Shopfront spaces, the ceiling height of the first story may be 
as high as 16’.

Studio: Art, Dance, Martial Arts, Music, etc: Small scale 
facilities, typically accommodating no more than two groups 
of students at a time, in no more than two instructional spaces. 
Examples of these facilities include: individual and group 
instruction and training in the arts; production rehearsal; 
photography, and the processing of photographs produced 
only by users of the studio facilities; martial arts training 
studios; gymnastics instruction, and aerobics and gymnastics 
studios with no other fitness facilities or equipment.

Also includes production studios for individual musicians, 
painters, sculptors, photographers, and other artists.

Substantial Compliance: It occurs when physical 
improvements to the existing development site are completed 
which constitute the greatest degree of compliance with 
current development provisions. 

Substantial Modification: alteration to a building that is 
valued at more than 50% of the replacement cost of the entire 
building, if new.

Swale: a low or slightly depressed natural area for drainage.

T-zone: Transect Zone.

TDR: Transfer of Development Rights, a method of relocating 
existing zoning rights from areas to be preserved as Open 
Space to areas to be more densely urbanized.

TDR Receiving Area: an area intended for development that 
may be made more dense by the purchase of development 
rights from TDR Sending Areas.

TDR Sending Area: an area previously zoned for development 
within a designated Reserved Open Sector (O-2), from which 
development rights may be transferred to a Growth Sector.

Terminated Vista: a location at the axial conclusion of a 
Thoroughfare. A building located at a Terminated Vista 
designated on a Regulating Plan is required or recommended 
to be designed in response to the axis.

Theater, Cinema or Performing Arts: An indoor facility for 
group entertainment, other than sporting events. Examples 
of these facilities include:

civic theaters, facilities for “live” theater and 
concerts, and movie theaters
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Thoroughfare: a way for use by vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic and to provide access to Lots and Open Spaces, 
consisting of Vehicular Lanes and the Public Frontage.

TND: Traditional Neighborhood Development, a Community 
Unit type structured by a Standard Pedestrian Shed oriented 
toward a Common Destination consisting of a Mixed Use 
center or Corridor, and in the form of a medium-sized 
settlement near a transportation route.

TOD: Transit Oriented Development. TOD is created by an 
overlay on all or part of a TND or RCD, or by designation on 
a Regional Plan, permitting increased Density to support rail 
or Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).

Townhouse: See Rearyard Building. (Syn: Rowhouse)

Transect: a cross-section of the environment showing a range 
of different habitats. The rural-urban Transect of the human 
environment used in the SmartCode template is divided 
into six Transect Zones. These zones describe the physical 
form and character of a place, according to the Density and 
intensity of its land use and Urbanism.

Transect Zone (T-zone): One of several areas on a Zoning 
Map regulated by the SmartCode. Transect Zones are 
administratively similar to the land use zones in conventional 
codes, except that in addition to the usual building use, 
Density, height, and Setback requirements, other elements 
of the intended habitat are integrated, including those of the 
private Lot and building and Public Frontage

Turning Radius: the curved edge of a Thoroughfare at an 
intersection, measured at the inside edge of the vehicular 
tracking. The smaller the Turning Radius, the smaller the 
pedestrian crossing distance and the more slowly the vehicle 
is forced to make the turn. .

Urban Boundary Line: the extent of potential urban growth 
as determined by the projected demographic needs of a 
region. The Urban Boundary Line may be adjusted from time 
to time.

Urbanism: collective term for the condition of a compact, 
Mixed Use settlement, including the physical form of its 
development and its environmental, functional, economic, 
and sociocultural aspects.

Urbanized: generally, developed. Specific to the SmartCode, 
developed at Sub-Urban Density or higher.

Variance: a ruling that would permit a practice that is not 
consistent with either a specific provision or the Intent of this 
Code. Variances are usually granted by the Board of Appeals 
in a public hearing.

Warrant:  a ruling that would permit a practice that is 
not consistent with a specific provision of this Code, but 
that is justified by its Intent. Warrants are usually granted 
administratively by the CRC. 
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Work-Live: a Mixed Use unit consisting of a Commercial and 
Residential Function. It typically has a substantial Commercial 
component that may accommodate employees and walk-in 
trade. The unit is intended to function predominantly as 
work space with incidental  Residential accommodations that 
meet basic habitability requirements.   See Live-Work.  (Syn: 
Live-With.)

Yield: characterizing a Thoroughfare that has two-way traffic 
but only one effective travel lane because of parked cars, 
necessitating slow movement and driver negotiation. Also, 
characterizing parking on such a Thoroughfare.

Zoning Map:  the official map or maps that are part of the 
zoning ordinance and delineate the boundaries of individual 
zones and districts. See Regulating Plan. 
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