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When Should You Start Holiday Shopping Amid the 
Coronavirus Pandemic? 

With imminent retail disruptions and shipping delays, here’s what 
you need to know in order to get it done in time—and safely—this year.

By Brigitt Earley , October 28, 2020
Due to the pandemic, there’s no doubt the holiday season will look a little bit 
different this year. Like everything else we’ve experienced in 2020, everything 
from shopping to family celebrations will inevitably have to morph to fit the 
demands of social distancing. As a result, experts say the holiday shopping 
season will start earlier than ever. More than 40 percent of shoppers say they plan 
to begin shopping for gifts in October or earlier, says Sara Skirboll, shopping and 
trends expert at RetailMeNot. And 51 percent of retailers encourage shoppers 
to complete their holiday purchases as early as possible. But don’t expect those 
big pre-season door-buster sales—at least in person, she says. “Because of the 
pandemic, there are a handful of stores that are choosing to close their doors 
on Thanksgiving Day,” she explains, “including Walmart, Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
and Best Buy.” 
That’s not to say Black Friday sales won’t happen, though. “We predict Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday to be more virtual this year,” says Skirboll. To make 
sure you don’t miss any great deals, follow your favorite retailers and brands on 
social media, sign up for email newsletters, and set up Google Alerts to ensure 
you’re getting updates on sales in real time. RetailMeNot is also hosting a special 
savings event—their annual Cash Back Day, in which shoppers can get 20 percent 
cash back from over 300 different retailers, including brands like ALDO, Bass Pro 
Shops, Elemis, Expedia, GameStop, Keds, Macy’s, Melissa & Doug, and more.
Of course, you can still brave the stores, too. The experience will just look—you 
guessed it—a little bit different. For those shopping at brick-and-mortar locales, 
expect delays and lines outside of stores, since locations can oftentimes only 
allow a certain amount of people in the stores at one time, says Skirboll. 
Some other hiccups you can expect this year? Because of COVID-19 and the 
move towards online shopping, both FedEx and UPS have announced higher rates 
this holiday shopping season. It’s also possible that there will be some shipping 
delays as the volume of sales picks up. “My recommendation is to start your 
holiday shopping as early as possible to ensure timely deliveries, as well as to 
make sure you’re getting all of the gifts on your list,” says Skirboll.
If possible, save the bigger ticket items for Black Friday and Cyber Monday, but try 
to find as many deals as you can before then to ensure you can cross everything 
off your list by early December. And, if the retailer offers it, opt to have the gift 
wrapped and shipped directly to the recipient instead of have it shipped to you 
and then visit the post office later. Another option? If you’re on a tight deadline, 
use services that allow you to buy online then pick up in store or curbside. 
https://www.marthastewart.com/8007255/when-start-holiday-shopping-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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Tomato Basil Soup
Ingredients
for 8 servings

1 tablespoon oil
1 onion, chopped
1 stalk celery, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons tomato paste
¼ cup fresh basil
28 oz crushed tomato, 2 cans
6 cups vegetable broth
½ teaspoon baking soda
2 sprigs fresh thyme

Nutrition Info

Calories 53
Fat 2g
Carbs 8g
Fiber 2g
Sugar 4g
Protein 1g

Preparation

1.	 Combine oil, onion, celery, and garlic over medium heat in a large pot. Sauté for 3 minutes until 
onions are translucent.

2.	 Add salt, pepper, tomato paste, basil, crushed tomatoes, broth, baking soda, and thyme. Bring to 
a boil.

3.	 Lower heat and cover, simmering for 15 minutes.
4.	 Uncover and remove thyme.
5.	 Use an immersion or countertop blender to blend the soup until smooth.
6.	 Allow to cool 2 minutes and serve topped with basil.
7.	 Enjoy!

Recipies

https://tasty.co/recipe/tomato-basil-soup

Ingredients
for 8 servings

2 tablespoons butter
3 large leeks, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 lb potato, cubed
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
6 cups vegetable broth
2 cups water
2 sprigs fresh thyme
1 bay leaf
¼ cup fresh chives, chopped
hot sauce, to taste

Nutrition Info

Calories 163
Fat 4g
Carbs 30g
Fiber 3g
Sugar 3g
Protein 3g

Preparation

1.	 Melt butter on medium heat in a large pot. Add the chopped leeks and stir until coated with 
butter.

2.	 Cover the pot and lower heat, cook for around 10 minutes until the leeks have softened.
3.	 Increase to medium-high. Add garlic, potatoes, salt, and pepper. Cook for 1 minute, then add 

vegetable broth, water, thyme, and bay leaf. Bring to a boil.
4.	 Lower heat and cover pot with a lid and simmer for 15 minutes, or until potatoes are tender and 

easily speared by a fork.
5.	 Uncover and remove thyme and bay leaf.
6.	 Use an immersion or countertop blender to blend the soup until smooth.
7.	 Stir in chives and hot sauce (optional).
8.	 Allow to cool 2 minutes and serve.
9.	 Enjoy!

Potato Leek Soup
https://tasty.co/recipe/potato-leek-soup

by Merle O’Neal

https://tasty.co/recipe/tomato-basil-soup
https://tasty.co/recipe/potato-leek-soup
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https://homebnc.com/best-fall-porch-decorating-ideas/
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Play Scrabble Online with Friends
at https://www.lexulous.com

On Lexulous, you can play 
Scrabble online in different 
modes: practice against 
the computer, get paired 
with a random player 
online, or start a game 
with your friends.

You will need to sign up 
for a free account, either 
using an email address or 
logging in with Facebook.

Choose between playing 
a “live” game in real-
time or enjoying the turn-
based email version for 
asynchronous play.

While Lexulous uses a 
standard Scrabble board, 
each player has eight 
letters in their rack instead 
of the usual seven. You 
also have the option to 
play SUPER Lexulous on a 
bigger 21 x 21 board, just 
like Super Scrabble.

Free Online Classes for 
Senior Citizens

by Helen Jarden, September 11, 2020

My parents are both recent retirees with a lot 
of new free time on their hands. One thing 
that they are always on the lookout for are 
easy ways to learn new things. Turns out there 
are quite a few options out there when it 
comes to free online classes for senior citizens 
and I thought I could share them with you all.

In this guide, we’ll be looking at places I 
found that provide free online classes for 
seniors. Some even offer free college courses!

Many of these sites come with lectures, free 
courses, and even suggested homework for 
you to complete.

Please visit the link below to view all 
available classes.
https://moneypantry.com/free-online-classes-
for-seniors/

https://www.lexulous.com
https://moneypantry.com/free-online-classes-for-seniors/
https://moneypantry.com/free-online-classes-for-seniors/
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Across
1. “The Consul” composer __ 
Carlo Menotti
5. Instead of
9. Place to stick things
14. Nabisco product
15. “The Bridge” poet Crane
16. Tough material
17. Sticker price?
19. Imperfect?
20. “Double Fantasy” 
Grammy cowinner
21. Not even damp
22. Joshua tree habitat
23. 32-Down’s need
25. Vane dir.
27. Part of a crew
28. Collectible Camaro
29. Winning compact?
33. Phony opening?
34. “Are you __ not?”
35. Omni, for one
36. Rugged cliff
38. “Never send __ ...”
40. All wet
43. Alfonso d’__, Lucrezia 
Borgia’s spouse
45. Baseball’s Mel et al.
49. Hot import?
51. Average
52. TNT alternative
53. Airport abbr.
54. Lightweight velvet
55. List checkers?
58. Table parts
61. Jamaican genre
62. Reversed
63. Off-road stunt?
65. Battery terminal
66. Feel
67. See 63-Down
68. Strolling spots
69. Wall St. news items
70. Former spore

Down
1. “Full speed ahead!”
2. Hematite
3. It’s under pressure
4. Approval of sorts
5. Kon-Tiki rafter Heyerdahl
6. Espionage name
7. Like Radio City Music Hall
8. Highest
9. Advil target
10. So
11. Break
12. Seething
13. Experimental standard
18. Half-hearted
22. Gloria in Excelsis __
24. Antarctic sight
26. Scottish valley
29. Through
30. Slurp, say
31. Air density symbol

32. Musician who founded the 
Silk Road Project
37. “Citizen Kane” studio
39. Event in the 2002 film 
“Spellbound”
40. With no deviation
41. Title girl in an 1848 hit
42. Without end
44. Increase proportionally
46. Capable of being drawn out
47. Gas transport
48. Insert subtly
50. It’s a matter of law
54. Salem hrs.
56. Drift
57. Punch cousins
59. Architect Saarinen
60. Scholastic nos.
63. With 67-Across, game played 
on a three-walled court
64. UK defense gp.

Crossword
 Puzzle

Answers on page 8.
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Find and circle all of the toys that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a quote by G. K. Chesterton.

BALLOON
BARBIE
BEACH BALL
BOP BAG
CAP GUN
CHATTY CATHY
EASY BAKE OVEN
ETCH A SKETCH
FINGER PAINT
FLATSY DOLL
FRISBEE
G.I. JOE
GUMBY

Classic Toys Word Search

GYROSCOPE
HOT WHEELS
JACKS
KALEIDOSCOPE
KAZOO
KEN
LEGO
LITE BRITE
LITTLE PEOPLE
MATCHBOX CAR
MECCANO
MR POTATO HEAD
NERF BALL

PADDLE BALL
PLAY-DOH
PLAYMOBIL
POGO STICK
POKEY
POP GUN
RADIO FLYER
RUBIK’S CUBE
SILLY PUTTY
SIZZLERS
SKIPPING ROPE
SLINKY
SOCK MONKEY

SOMA CUBE
SPIROGRAPH
SUPER BALL
TEDDY BEAR
TINKERTOY
TIN SOLDIERS
TONKA TRUCK
VIEWMASTER
WATER PISTOL
WEEBLES
WIFFLE BALL
WIZZZER
YO-YO
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Exercise

FREE MORNING STRETCH W/ 
JESSICA EVERY WED. @ 10AM
Click HERE to register!

15 MINUTE SENIOR WORKOUT
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TG8wyDnWELM&t=807s

https://newarkca.activityreg.com/selectactivity_t2.wcs?leaguesid=4107
https://newarkca.activityreg.com/selectactivity_t2.wcs?leaguesid=4107
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG8wyDnWELM&t=807s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG8wyDnWELM&t=807s
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November 14 - November 29

$20 Registration Fee

Complete your 5k run anywhere on your own 
during the dates above!

All participants receive a turkey trot medal and 
printable certificate!

Email a picture of you completing your 5k to 
bryan.cobb@newark.org to be entered into the 
photo contest!

https://newarkca.activityreg.com/selectactivity_t2.wcs?leaguesid=4110
https://newarkca.activityreg.com/selectactivity_t2.wcs?leaguesid=4098
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https://newarkca.activityreg.com/selectactivity_t2.wcs?leaguesid=4050

