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 Inspection Procedures for Residential Structures 
 

CITY OF NEWARK, CALIFORNIA BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION 
 

37101 Newark Boulevard, Newark, CA  94560-3796 • 510-578-4261 • Fax 510-578-4307 • e-mail: building.inspection@newark.org 

 

 

Any project for which a building, plumbing, mechanical, or electrical permit is issued is required to be 

inspected to confirm compliance with approved drawings and applicable codes.  In general work needs 

to be inspected before it is covered up. 

 

REQUIRED INSPECTIONS 
It is the responsibility of the contractor to request inspections at least one working day in advance of the 

date of the inspection and prior to covering any work that needs inspection. 

 

Work Ready for Inspection:  Work for which an inspection has been requested shall be complete at the 

time the inspector arrives at the site.  If there is no access or the work is not complete and ready for 

inspection, you will be subject to a $121 re-inspection fee. 

 

Canceling an Inspection:  If you must cancel a requested inspection, please do so before 8:00 a.m. of 

the day of the requested inspection.  If you cancel your inspection after 8:00 a.m. you will be subject to a 

$121 cancellation fee. 

 

Paying a Cancellation or Re-inspection Fee:  Cancellation and re-inspection fees must be paid before 

inspections can resume.  The fees can be paid at the Building Inspection office located in City Hall. 

 

The following list indicates the sequence of inspections and the work that must be completed PRIOR to 

each inspection.  Obviously, not all the inspections will apply to every job.  If you are uncertain as to 

which inspections pertain to your project, please check with the Building Inspection Division at 510-

578-4261 before covering up any work.  Failure to call for a required inspection may result in your 

having to dismantle completed work to expose the area in question for inspection.   

 

 Under Slab Plumbing and Electrical 

 These inspections are generally the first inspections when projects involve slab-on-grade floors.  

All under floor plumbing and electric piping is in place.  Water pipes have been pressurized to 

50 psi or connected to the domestic water supply.  The pressure gauge for water pipe testing shall 

be calibrated in one-pound increments with a 100 psi maximum dial.  Waste piping is either 

pressurized with air to 5 psi or filled with water with a ten foot head.  The pressure gauge for waste 

pipe testing shall be calibrated in 1/10 pound increments with a 10 psi maximum dial. 

 

 Foundation Inspection (footings separate from slab) 

 This inspection is generally the first inspection when foundations are poured separately from floor 

slabs.  Inspection occurs after forms are set, reinforcing steel and framing anchors are in place, and 

trenches cleaned out. 

 

 Concrete Slab (when poured separately from foundations) 

 This inspection occurs after all under slab plumbing and electrical piping has been installed and 

approved.  Inspection occurs after forms are set, reinforcing steel and framing anchors are in place, 
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sand sub base and vapor barrier are installed, and tops of foundations are cleaned of sand, dirt, and 

debris.  Certification from a land surveyor may be needed prior to this inspection stating that the 

building is located in the proper location, both horizontally and vertically. 

 

 Foundation Inspection (footings and slab poured together) 

 This inspection occurs after all under slab plumbing and electrical piping has been installed and 

approved.  Inspection occurs after forms are set, reinforcing steel and framing anchors are in place, 

sand sub base and vapor barrier are installed, and footing trenches are cleaned out.  Certification 

from a land surveyor may be needed prior to this inspection stating that the building is located in 

the proper location, both horizontally and vertically. 

 

 Under Floor Inspection (for raised wood floor systems) 

 This inspection occurs after all under floor piping and duct work has been installed, and floor 

framing is in place, but before any floor sheathing or under floor insulation is installed.  Water 

pipes have been pressurized to 50 psi or connected to the domestic water supply.  The pressure 

gauge for water pipe testing shall be calibrated in one pound increments with a 100 psi maximum 

dial.  Waste piping is either pressurized with air to 5 psi or filled with water with a ten foot head.  

The pressure gauge for waste pipe testing shall be calibrated in 1/10 pound increments with a 

10 psi maximum dial.  Gas pipe pressure testing does not occur during this inspection (occurs at 

final inspection), but the contractor may want to pressure test the gas for their own peace of mind. 

 

 Under Floor Insulation Inspection (for raised wood floor systems) 

This inspection occurs after the under floor inspection has been completed and approved and the 

under floor insulation is installed. 

 

 Roof Deck Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after the plywood roof deck has been installed and nailed off but before any 

roof covering material has been installed.  Although not inspected until the final inspection, the 

roof covering should be installed after the roof deck has been approved in order to provide weather 

protection for the interior of the structure. 

 

 Shear Wall Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after interior and exterior plywood shear walls have been installed and 

nailed off, but before any finish wall materials (plaster lath, siding, etc.) have been installed. 

 

 Rough Inspections (Plumbing, Mechanical, and Electrical) 

 These inspections can be performed individually or combined (combining the rough inspections 

can lower some permit costs).  The electrical rough inspection will occur after all wiring, outlet 

boxes, and main and subpanels have been installed but before outlets and light fixtures have been 

installed.  The plumbing rough inspection will occur after all above first floor water, waste, gas, 

and HVAC condensation pipes have been installed.  All piping shall be set up for testing as 

described above.  The mechanical inspection will occur after all duct work and interior mechanical 

equipment (furnace) is installed.  

 

 Exterior Lath Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after the exterior lath, windows, and door frames have been installed. 
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 Shower Pan Inspection 

This inspection is done after the shower pan and wall liner have been installed.  The drain is 

plugged and the pan filled with water and left until after the inspection is made. 

 

 Frame Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after the rough inspections, roof deck, shear wall, and exterior lath 

inspections have been completed and approved and after all framing is complete.    

 

 Wall and Ceiling Insulation Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after the exterior lath, siding, rough and frame inspections have been 

approved, after the roof covering has been installed (roof inspection will not occur until final 

inspection but roof covering does need to be in place in order to provide weather protection) and 

the insulation installed. 

 

 Interior Gypsum Board Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after all interior gypsum board has been installed and nailed off but before 

any drywall taping is done. 

 

 Final Inspection 

 This inspection occurs after all other inspections have been made and approved and all work is 

complete.  The gas piping is pressure tested during this inspection to 10 psi for at least 15 minutes. 

The pressure gauge for gas pipe testing shall be calibrated in 1/10 pound increments with a 20 psi 

maximum dial.  A 16 pound test gauge is normally used, and is provided by the contractor. 


